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Murchakhur and entered the city on the i6th November, One of his
first acts was to send word to Tahmasp of his success and to urge him to
come to Isfahan.

Tahmasp accordingly left Tehran, and entered Isfahan on the 8th Jumadi I
(29th November), nearly seven and a half years after his escape from it during
the siege. Hanway relates that Tahmasp's joy at re-entering Isfahan
was changed into grief when he saw his father's palace " exhibiting only
naked walls," and that, when he entered the harem, "an old woman
threw her arms about his neck in great transports of joy ; as he knew
that Ashraf had carried away his sisters and other relations, he was the
more surprised to find this person to be his mother. This lady had, ever
since the invasion of the Afghans, disguised herself in the habit of a slave
and submitted to all the offices of drudgery, which are ordinarily imposed
on persons in that situation."1

Isfahan was, indeed, only the shadow of its former self2; it had suffered
terribly during the siege of 1722, and many of the inhabitants who had
survived that ordeal perished in subsequent massacres. Shaikh Hazin,
who arrived in Isfahan soon after its recapture, said :

"I ... beheld that great city, notwithstanding the presence of the King,
in litter ruin and desertion. Of all that population and of my friends scarcely anyone
remained/'3

On Tahmasp's arrival, Nadir informed him that he wished to leave
Isfahan for Khurasan with his men as soon as the coronation ceremony
had taken place. It seems clear that, in reality, he had no intention
of doing anything of the kind. He well knew that, though the Shah
both disliked and feared him, he would be unable to dispense with his
services until not only the Qhalzais, but also the Turks and Russians
were expelled from Persian soil. Tahmasp, as Na'dir had undoubtedly
foreseen, pressed him to remain, and did so again on the following day,
in the presence of all the army leaders. After long discussions, Nadir
made a pretence of changing his mind, and announced that he would
stay.4

The recovery of Isfahan and the establishment of Tahmasp upon
the throne of his fathers were events of great importance. Although a
vast amount remained to be done before all the invaders could be driven
from Persian territory, these events augured well for the future, besides

1 Travels, Vol. IV, p. 35.

1 See the translation in La Mamye-Clairac (Vol. Ill, pages 91 and 92) of a Turkish official's report;

this official had been sent to Isfahan after its recapture, in order to report on conditions

there.

1 Ahwal, p. 205.
* T'.N.9 p. 68.